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C O - N C I L  C O M M U N I C A T . O N  

TO : THE CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: THE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 
FEBRUARY 17, 1988 

SUBJECT: To CONSIDER THE PROPOSED AMZNDED CITY OF LODI SIGN ORDmWm 

INDICATED ACTION: That the Mayor open the hearing on the off-premise sign 
arnendrnents and declare that the hearing will be postponed to 
an undetermined date. 

BACKGROUND: The Planning Commission has continued this item until its 
February 22, 1988 meeting in order that the staff can make 
recommendations on the structure content and duration of a 

cormittee t o  meet with the off-premise sign representative to review alternatives. The 
off-premise sign companies have agreed not to apply for new signs pending final action by 
the Planning Commission and City Council. 

JBS:jj 

CO ;I N C OM9 

/J%rrrmuni ty Devel opment Director 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED AMENDED CITY OF LODI SIGN ORDINANCE 

ROTICE IS  H E R E B Y  GIVEN t h a t  on Wednesday, February 17 ,  1988 a t  the hour of 
7:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter  as the matter may be heard, the Lodi City 
Council will conduct a public hearing t o  consider the proposed amended City of  
Lodi S ign  Ordinance. 

Copies Gf the proposed amended ordinance are  available i n  the City Clerk's 
office d u r i n g  regular business hours ,  Monday through Friday, 8:OO a.m. t o  5:OO 
p .m. ,  except holidays. 

Information regarding th i s  item may be obtained i n  the office of  the Community 
Development Director a t  221 West Pine S t ree t ,  Lodi, California. 

All interested persons are invited t o  present t h e i r  views and comments on this 
matter. Written statements may be f i l ed  w i t h  the City Clerk a t  any time prior  
t o  the hearing scheduled herein and oral Statements may be made a t  s a i d  hearing. 

I f  you challenge the subject matter i n  court you may be limited t o  raising only 
those issues you or someone e l se  raised a t  the Public Hearing described i n  this 
notice or  i n  written correspondence delivered t o  the City Clerk, 221 West Pine 
Street ,  Lodi ,  a t  o r  prior t o ,  the Public Hearing. 

By Order of the Lodi City Council 

Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 

Dated: January 20, 1988 

Approved as to  form: 

Ronald M. Stein 
City Attorney 



NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE LODI CITY COUNCIL 
TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF AN AMENDED CITY OF LODi SIGN ORDINANCE 

The Lodi City Council will conduct a public hearing on Wednesday, February 17, 
1988 a t  7:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 2nd flocr, 221 West 
Pine Street, Lodi, to consider the adoption of an amended City of Lodi Sigr! 
Ordinance. 

Information regarding this item may be obtained in the office of the City 
Clerk, 221 West Pine Street, Lodi, California, or by telephoning (209) 333-6702 

Date: January 20, 1988 

Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 
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SIGNS 

ORD I KANCE NO. 

AN ORDINAFiCE OF THE LODI CITY COURCIL 
REPEALING LODI MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 17, CHAPTER 17.63 
SIGN ORDINAKE AND REENACTING A NEW SIGN ORDINANCE 

Sections : 

Section 1. Establishment of Ordinance 

Article 1. Regulating all signs 

Section 2. Title; Effect; Construction 
Section 3 .  
Section 4. Non-commercial Messages 
Section 5. Sign Regulation Definitions 
Section 6. 
Section 7. Appeals Procedure 
Section 8 .  
Section 9. 
Section 10. Exempted Signs 
Section 11. Prohibited Signs 
Section 12. Special Standards by Type o f  Sign 
Section 13. Perniits and Enforcement 

Purpose, Scope, and Authority 

Community Development Director's Powers 

Sign Inspection and Responsibilities 
Signs on Public and Utility Property 

Article 11. Additional Requirements 

Section 14. General Standards, On-Premise Signs 
Secticn 15. Special Standards by Zone 
Section 16. Removal o r  Restoration of Signs 
Section 17. Continued Use of Non-conforming Signs 
Section 18. Abandoned Signs 
Section 19. Violations 
Section 20. Ordinance Conflicts 
Section 21. Element for Automatic Amendment 
Section 22. Public Notice and Effect 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE LODI CITY COUNCIL. 

SECTION 1. Lodi Municipal Code Title 17, Chapter 17.63 regulating 
signs is hereby repealed and a new sign ordinance is reenacted in its 
place as follows: 



I .  REGULATING ALL SIGNS 

SECTiON 2. Title;  Effect: Construction. 

Sections 1 t h r o u g h  21 shall be called sign regulations. These 
sections shall be l iberally construed t o  effect the purpose of 
imposing s t r i c t e r  a n d  more precise standards on the number and size of  
signs, and t o  effect the purpose of advanc ing  the declaration of 
Section 3. These sections shal l  not be construed o r  applied in such a 
way t h a t  would give a preference or greater degree of protection t o  a 
sign conveying a commercial message t h a n  i s  given t o  a sign similarly 
sitEated and constructed conveying a non-commercial message. These 
sections m u s t  be construed t o  apply t o  a:l signs, irrespective of the 
commercial o r  non-commercial character of the content, except t h a t  
specific types of commercial signs are t o  be regulated more s t r ic t ly .  
Any ambiguity o r  question shall be resolved by allowing a 
non-commercial sign the same benefits, exemptions and other preferences 
t h a t  may be given t o  a commercial sign similarly constructed and 
situated, or by imposing on such commercial sign the same restrictions 
imposed on the non-commercial s i g n  similarly constructed and situated. 

SECTION 3. Purpose, Scope and Authority.  

1 .  The ci ty  council finds and declares t h a t  the purpose of this  
chapter i s  to establish a comprehensive system for the regulation of 
the leasing o u t ,  erection and relocation o f  signs and /o r  sign 
structures. This chapter i s  not t o  be interpreted t o  affect the 
mssages on the s i g n s .  

a )  Impose reasonable standards on the number, size,  height and 
location of signs, and f ac i l i t a t e  the removal or replacement of 
nonessential o r  nonconforming signs and/or sign structures in order 
t o  : 

I t  i s  intended that these regulations: 

(1) Prevent and relieve needless distraction and c lut ter  
resulting from excessive and confusing sign displays; 
( 2 )  Safeguard and enhance property values; and 
( 3 )  Promote the public safety arid general welfare. 

Provide one o f  the tools essential t o  the preservation and b )  
enhancement of the environment, which i s  instrumental i n  attracting 
those who come t o  l ive,  v i s i t ,  vacation and trade, thereby 
protecting an important aspect of the economy of the city. 

c )  Eliminate hazards t o  pedestrians and motorists brought  a b o u t  by 
distracting signs and/or sign structures. 

d )  
qualit ies of the ci ty .  

Improve, enhance and preserve the appearance and other txsthetic 



SECTION 4 .  Non-commercial llessages. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of th i s  chapter, any s i g n  sponsor 
may al locate sign area on any sign authorized by th i s  Chapter t o  a 
non-commercial message. 

SECTION 5. S i p  regulation defini t ions.  

As used i n  Sections 2 t h rough  2 1 ,  unless the context otherwise 
requires, the words and terms defined i n  Section 5 have the meaninos 
ascribed t o  them in t h a t  Section. 

"Abandoned s i g n "  means a sign which has not been maintained i n  
accordance w i t h  the provisions o f  this  chapter f o r  a period in excess 
of 60 days following legal notice t o  the owner of property and the 
owner of the advertising display t h a t  such sign does n o t  meet, in the 
discret ion o f  the Community Development Director, m i n i m u m  maintenance 
standards. 

"Advertising display" means any arrangement of material or  
symbols erected, constructed, carved, painted , shaped o r  otherwise 
created f o r  the purpose of advertising or promoting the commercial o r  
non-commercial in teres ts  of  any person or en t i t y ,  located i n  view of 
the general public and vis ib le  from a public s t r e e t ,  and may include 
signs, billboards, posters, graphic advertising messages, advertising 
copy, accessory signs and similar disp1a;rs. 

"Advertising message" means any copy, symbol, logotype o r  
graphics which identify,  promote or advertise any product, service, 
business, ins t i tu t ion o r  other commercial or non-commercial in teres t  of 
any person o r  enti ty.  

"Advertising structure" means ar,y s t ructure  o r  device erected 
fo r  the purpose of s u p p o r t i n g  any sign or other advertising display, 
and the framework of the s i g n .  

P "Allowable s ign  area" means the to ta l  s i g n  area permitted under 
this chapter for  any s i t e  o r  business (see  a lso  "Sign Area 
Computation"). 

- "Amortization" means the el  imination of nonconforming signs over 
a period of time intended t o  allow the owner t o  rea l ize  the value of 
his/her investment i n  the s i gn .  

- "Animated s i g n"  means a s i g n  w i t h  action o r  motion, flashing 
color changes activated by e lect r ica l  e.,srgy, electronic o r  
manufactured sources of supply, b u t  n o t  including wind-actuated 
elements such as f lags ,  banners or  pennants. 

"Architectural graphic" means a painted design, mural, r e l i e f ,  
mosaic o r  similar fea ture  which is  incoroorated in to  the architectural  - 

s i g n  of a building and conveys no adveriising message. 



"Area i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  sign" means a permanent, decorative sign 
used t o  identify a neighborhood, subdivision, commercial o r  office 
complex, shopping d i s t r i c t ,  industrial d i s t r i c t  o r  similar dis t inct  
area of the community, 

"Area o f  a sign" means the  sum t o t a l  of the geometric areas o f  
the display surfaces which make u p  the total sign o r  advertising 
display. Necessary sl;pports o r  uprights are excluded. 

"Business frontage" means the length of  building frontage occupied 
by an individual building occupant. An occupant may have more t h a n  one 
btisiness frontage i f  i t  occupies building frontage facing xi two o r  
more streets o r  p u b l i c  areas. 

"Ci ty"  means the City of Lodi . 

"Civic display" means a temporary display of banners , ball oons , 
flags,  lights o r  similar decorations erected on a public s t ree t  o r  
other public property i n  connection with a ho l iday ,  civic event o r  
celebration. 

"Commercial sign" means, when describing the content of a sign, 
a s i g n  advertising, identifying, directing attention t o ,  or otherwise 
relating t o  commerce and t o  property, goods o r  services for sale ,  
lease, exchange or any other transaction where value i s  given o r  
received by any party t o  the  transactfon. 

-- "Community Development Director'' means the Community Development 
Director of the City o f  Lodi and/or his/her duly authorized assistants 
or designees , hereinafter referred t o  as  "Community Development 
Director". 

- "Copy" means t h a t  portion of a s i g n  o r  advertising d i sp l ay  which 
i s  made u p  of language, le t te rs ,  numbers, pictures, o r  symbols which 
s ta te  a message. 

c__- "Directional sign" means a permanent s i g n  which directs the flow 
of t r a f f i c  o r  pedestrians on private property and which contains no 
advertising message. 

"Directory sign" means a sign, or a group o f  signs designed as a 
f i q e  display, which gives information a b o u t  the location of 
businesses, buildings or addresses within a residential, office, 
commercial or industrial complex. 

"Display surface" means the area made available by the s i gn  
structure f o r  the purpose of displaying the advertising 
di s p'! ay . 

place, suspend, affix or otherwise establish an advertising display. 
"Erect" means to  arrange, build, construct, attach, hang, paint, 
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"Flashing sign" means a sign which uses b l i n k i n g ,  flashing o r  
intermittent  illumination or l i g h t  ref lec tors ,  e i ther  d i r ec t ,  indi rect  
or interndl .  

" F r o n t a a i "  See ''business frontage" and " s i t e  f r o n t a g e" .  

"Freestanding s i g n"  means any sign erected upon or standicg on the 
ground, also referred t o  a s  a ground sign. For the purpose of  t h i s  
Chapter s a i d  signs shall  be supported from the ground  by one o r  more 
poi e s ,  columns, u p r i g h t s  or braces. 

"Freeway Information Area'' includes t h a t  area w i t h i n  the c i t y  
described a s  follows: on the west by a l ine  drawn f i f t y  f e e t  west of 
the west right-of-way l ine  of Cherokee Lane o r  f ive hundred fee t  west 
of the west right-of-way l ine  o f  the U. S. Highway 50-99 Freeway, 
whichever i s  greater; on the eas t  by a l i ne  drawn f ive hundred f ee t  
e a s t  of the eas t  right-of-way l i ne  of U. S. Highway 50-99 Freeway; and  
on the north and  south by the present c i t y  l imi ts  or as the same may 
ex i s t  i n  the future. 

"Height of sizn" means the ver t ica l  distance measured from the 
adjacent s t r e e t  grade or upper surface of the nearest curb of a s t r e e t  
or  highwsy to  the highest point of a sign or advertising display. 

-- "Holiday decoration" means any display commonly associated w i t h  a 
loca l ,  s t a t e ,  national o r  rel igious holiday, and which i s  n o t  l e f t  i n  
place fo r  more t h a n  60 days dur ing any single observance. 

"Indoor poster'' means a temporary s i g n  o r  poster displayed inside 
a window for  a period n o t  t o  exceed 30 days t o  provide informat ion 
about a speci f ic  product, price, event o r  ac t iv i ty .  

"1nflatab;e s ign"  means any device which i s  supported by a i r  
pressure or  inf la ted  w i t h  a i r  o r  gas  which i s  used t o  a t t r a c t  the 
a t t e n t i o n  of  the public, whether or  n o t  i t  displays any speci f ic  
a d v e r t i s i n g  message. 

c__ "Mobile s i g n "  means a s i g n  attached t o  or suspended from any type 
of vehicle, other than normal l e t t e r ing  identifying the tasiness owning 
or  served by the vehicle. Such signs shall  not include those normally 
painted on or attached permanently t o  business vehicles, mass-transi t 
vehicles, taxicabs o r  special events signs. 

"Noncommercial s i g n "  means, when describing the content of a s i g n ,  
a s i g n  not conforming t o  the defini t ion of a commercial sign. 

"Nonconforming s i g n "  means any s i g n  and/or s i g n  s t ructure  which 
was lawfully erected pr ior  t o  the adoption of the ordinance codified i n  
this chapter, o r  amendments thereto,  which would n o t  be permitted under 
the current provisions of this chapter. 

- 

- "Off-premises s ign"  means any s ign  which iden t i f i e s ,  advertises or 
d i rec t s  a t tent ion t o  a business, ac t iv i ty ,  product, service or other 
comercial  or non-commercial in te res t  of any person n o t  located on the 
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premises where the sign i s  located; o r  a freestanding structure on 
which a sign i s  located, where the s i g n  s t ructure  i s  on a premises, not 
owned by the owner of  the sign s t ructure ,  o r  where the sign message i s  
n o t  sponsored by the owner of the premises. The sign may contain a 
commercial o r  non-commercial message. 

"Official s i g n "  means any sign erected by or a t  the direction of 
any governmental agency. Such s i g n s  may include pub1 i c  information 
bull e t i  n b o a r d s  or k i  0 s  ks when svonsored by any governmental agency. 

"On- 
o r  d i rec t s  
commerci a 1 

premises sign" means any sign which iden t i f i e s ,  advertises 
at tention t o  a business, ac t iv i ty ,  product, servlce or other 
o r  non-commercial in te res t  of any person located on the 

premises where the sign i s  located, o r  which s i g n  s tructure and/or  sign 
was erected or b u i l t  by; and /o r  the message on the s i g n  i s  sponsored by 
the Owner of the s i t e  of the sign. The sign may carry a commercial or 
non-commercial message. 

"Permanent s i g n "  means any sign permanently affixed a t  the s i t e ,  
which, from the nature and e f fec t  of i t s  proposed composition, 
construction, message t o  be carried o r  i t s  proposed placement, i s  
intended f o r  conticuous display for  a period of time greater t h a n  60 
calendar days. 

"Permit" shall  mean a written authorization by the  Community 
Development Director t o  erect  o r  establish a s i g n  and/or  sign s t ructure  
a f t e r  compliance w i t h  th i s  or  other appropriate codes, adopted by the 
Lodi City Council. The written authorization i s  a sign permit. A 
building permit may also be required. 

__. "Person" means a natural person and any organization, association 
or en t i ty  having a n  existence recognized by law. 

"Portable s i g n "  means any s i g n  which i s  designed and constructed 
i n  such a manner tha t  i t  can conveniently be moved from place t o  
p l  ace. T h i s  defini t ion shall  include, b u t  i s  not limited t o ,  
cardboard, paper ,  fabr ic ,  canvas and p las t i c  banners and f lags.  

"Premises" means such contiguous land i n  the same ownership and  
which i s  n o t  divided by a public highway, s t r e e t ,  al ley or r lght  of way. 

"Projecting s i g n "  means a s i g n  which i s  supported by tf decorative 
bracket o r  hanger and extends a t  an angle from the face of a b u i l d i n g .  
T h i s  def in i t ion shall  also include any s i g n  which, because o f  i t s  shape 
or thickness, extends more than 12 inches from the face o f  a building 
when mounted f l a t  against the face of the building, b u t  shall  not 
include a marquee which is  designed as an integral  part of a building, 
or  arty s i g n  which i s  suspended from or i s  supported by a wall o r  
b u i l d i n g  and which projects outward therefrom. 

- "Project sa les  s i g n "  means a s i g n  which i s  erected fo r  the purpose 
of promoting the  s a l e  or  lease of property i n  a res ident ia l ,  of f ice ,  
commercial o r  industr ial  project  on the  s i t e  where the sign i s  located, 



and which i s  under construction o r  hzs been substantial ly ccmplete f o r  
less t h a n  one year. 

"Real es ta te  sign" neans a sign offering f o r  sa le ,  rent o r  lease 
the real property on which i t  i s  located. 

"Roof" means a horizontal or sloping surface of  a building w h i c h  
serves as a cover f o r  the building or i t s  entry, portico or other 
appurtenances. This defini t ion includes any p a r t  of a building which 
resembles a roof i n  form o r  function. 

"Roof sign" means any sign located on the roof of a building and 
e i the r  supported by the roof or  by an independent structural  frame. A 
s i g n  which i s  attached f l a t  against the wall of a penthouse o r  other 
similar roof structure o r  architectural blade i s  not a roof Sigi i .  

"Shopping center" means a group of commercial establishments , the 
perineter o f  which is  clearly definable, developed on a contiiiuous area 
of l a n d ,  planned and developed as a s ingle  uni t  and providing on-site 
p a r k i n g  appropriate t o  the number, types and sizes of  stores. 

" S ign"  means any structure,  symbol, display,  device or painting on 
o r  i n  any other manner making representation on o r  attached t o  the 
land, building(s) , s t ruc tu re ( s ) ,  o r  p a r t  thereof. Such s t ructures ,  
displays, symbols, devices o r  paintings include b u t  are n o t  limited t o  
l e t t e r s ,  numbers , words, i l l u s t r a t i ons ,  decorations, emblems, 
trademarks and l igh t s  displayed t o  the public f o r  the purpose of 
identifying, advertising or promoting the commercial or non-commercial 
in teres ts  of any person, persons, firm, corporation or other en t i ty  
by conveying a n  a d v e r t i s i n g  message o r  a t t r ac t ing  the attention of the 
public. This defini t ion includes a l l  par ts  of such a device, including 
i t s  structure and suppor t s  and a1 so includes balloons , banners , 
pennants, f lags ,  l i gh t s ,  ref lec tors ,  reflected l i g h t s ,  streamers o r  
other devices which are  used t o  a t t r a c t  the at tention of the public, 
whether or  n o t  they convey a speci f ic  advertising message. S i g n s  used 
by public u t i l i t i e s  f o r  the safety,  welfare o r  convenience of the 
public shall  be  exempt from the provisions of this defini t ion:  
examples of such signs are: "Danger -- High Voltage. *I "Pub1 i c 
Telephone" or "Underground Cable." 

"Sign  area computation". The area of each s i g n  surface shall  be 
computed by calculating the area within the frame enclosing the l e t t e r s  
o r  material which composes the s i g n ,  o r ,  where there i s  no frame, by 
calculating the area o f  the surface upon, against  or  through which the 
message i s  displayed. Where a sign i s  composed of separate l e t t e r s  
which are  placed or painted on a building o r  other similar surface not 
designed speci f ica l ly  f o r  sign presentation, the s i g n  area shall  be 
computed on the basis of a shape c loses t  t o  the extremities 
encompassing individual l e t t e r s ,  words, o r  symbols. 

"Sign structure" means those par t s  of  a s i g n  designed t o  support 
i t  i n  place. 



r- 

"Site" means a l o t  or parcel, o r  contiguous lo t s  or parcels of 
land on w h i c h  a b u i l d i n g  o r  complex o f  buildings i s  located. 

" S i ' q  frcntage" means the liriear dimension of a s i t e  abutting on a 
public ol ?rivate s t r e e t  r ight-of-wsy.  

"Suspended s ign"  means a sicJn supported from, located be!ow, o r  
completely cowered by a building saffii ,  or permanent canopy. 

"Street  frontage" means the proper ty  l i ne  of a l o t  a b u t t i n g  public 
s t r e e t  right-of-way, excluding alleys t o  which such property has the 
'legal r i g h t  of access. 

"Temporary s i g n "  means a sign made of paper, cardboard, cloth,  
p las t ic  o r  s imilar  material h a v i n g  limited durabil i ty i f  exposed t o  the 
elements; a s i g n ,  i rrespective of i ts  durabi l i ty ,  intended fo r  display 
f o r  less  t h a n  60 days, and/or a sign w i t h o u t  structural suppor t .  The 
s i g n  message on any temporary sign may be commercial or non-commercial 
or a combination of b o t h .  Temporary signs do n o t  include signs carried 
by a natural person, o r  changing copy on  permanent signs lawfully 
erected and maintained. 

"Time and temperature s ign"  mans a sign which  displays only the 
current time, temperature, and/or news of current events and carr ies  no 
advertising message. A time ar;d temperature s i g n  shall  n o t  be 
considered a flashing o r  animated sign.  

"Wall s i g n "  means a sign painted o n ,  attached t o ,  or erected 
against the face o r  wall of a building w i t h  the face of the s i g n  i n  a 
paral lel  plane w i t h  t h a t  of the building face o r  wall. 

"Wind s i g n "  means any s i g n ,  par t  o f  a s i g n  or ser ies  of signs, 
designed o r  erected i n  such a manner a s  t o  move when subjected t o  wind 
pressure. Wind s i g n  does not include "suspended signs". 

SECTION 6. Community Development D i r x t o r ' s  Powers/Right of Entry.  
I 

1. Authority. The Community Development Director i s  authorized and 
directed t o  enforce a l l  the provisions of t h i s  chapter. The Community 
Development Director may, i n  his/her so l e  discret ion,  permit variations 
i n  area and height requirements i f  it can be shown tha t  such would 
promote uniformity, architectural compatibility or community 
aesthetics.  No variation shall  exceed 20 percent o f  spacing and h e i g h t  
1 imitations imposed by this chapter. 

2. R i g h t  of entry. Whenever necessary t o  make an inspection t o  
enforce any of the provisions of t h i s  chapter, o r  whenever the 
Community Development Director has reasonable cause t o  be1 ieve t h a t  
there ex i s t s  a condition which makes a s i g n  unsafe, he/she may enter  
the premises upon which  such s ign  is located, a t  a l l  reasonable times 
t o  inspect the s i g n  or t o  perform any duty iniposed by t h i s  chapter, 
provided t h a t :  



(a) I f  the premises upon which the sign located i s  occupied, the 
Comrnuni t y  Development Director shall f i r s t  present proper 
credentials and demand entry; and 

( b )  
Director shall  f i r s t  make a reasomble e f f o r t  t o  locate the owner o r  
other persons h a v i n g  charge or control of the premises, and demand 
entry. I f  such entry i s  refused, the Community Development Director 
may pursue every renedy provided by l a v  t o  secure entry. 

I f  the premises i s  unoccupied, the Community Development 

3. Inspection. Any s i g n  which i s  subject to  t h i s  chapter shall be 
inspected by the Community Development Director t o  insure compliance 
w i t h  th i s  chapter. 

4. Failure t o  permit entry. Any owner o r  occupant or any other 
person having charge, care or control of any building o r  premises, who 
f a i l s  or neglects, a f t e r  proper demand i s  made t o  permit entry therein 
by the Community Development Director for the purpose o f  inspection and 
examination p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  chapter, shall have violated t h i s  chapter. 

SECTION 7 .  Appeals procedure. 

1. Planning Commission. I n  order t o  determine the su i t ab i l i ty  of 
materials and methods of construction. a n d  t o  Drovide f o r  reasonable - .  

interpretat ions of any ambiguous provisions of ' t h i s  chapter, appeals 
may be taken t o  the Planning Commission. 

2. 
Any person aggrieved by his/her inab i l i ty  to  obtain a sign or building 
permit o r  by the decision of any administrative o f f i ce r  or agency based 
upon o r  made i n  the course o f  the administration o r  enforcement of the 
provisions of t h i s  chapter, or  by any person who suffers a unique 
hardship due t o  the s t r i c t  application of the provisions o f  this 
chapter. 

3.  Time. The time within which a n  appeal must be made and the form, 
fees or  other procedure re la t ing thereto shall  be as specified by 
resolution of the c i t y  council may be amended from time t o  time. 

Appeals. Appeals to  the Planning Commission may be taken by: 

SECTION 8. S i g n  Inspection and Responsibilities. 

1. Inspection. Every on-premises or  off-premises s i g n  and/or s i g n  
structure erected i n  the c i t y  i s  subject t o  inspection by the Community 
Development Director, t o  assure compliance w i t h  the provisions of t h i s  
chapter. 

2. Responsibility. The owner cf the s ign  and/or sign s t ructure  i s  
responsible f o r  i t s  proper construction, maintenance, repair and 
compliance w i t h  the provisions of this  chapter. 



SECTIOPI 9. Signs on Public and U t i l i t y  Property. 

1. Prohibited Signs. No person shall paint ,  mark or write on ,  or  
post o r  otherwise a f f i x ,  any hand-bill, s i g n  o r  s i g n  s t ructure  t o  or 
u p o n  or over real or  personal property, easements o r  rights-of-way 
owned by a public agency or by a privately-owned public u t i l i t y ,  any 

- sidewalk, crosswalk, curb, curbstone, s t r e e t  lamp post,  hydrant, t r ee ,  
shrub, t ree stake or gua rd ,  r a i l r o a d  t r e s t l e ,  e l e c t r i c  l igh t  or power 
o r  telephone o r  telegraph o r  wire pole, or wire appurtenance thereof, 
or  upon any f ix ture  of the f i r e  alarm or police telegraph system or 
upon any l ig .  t i n g  system, public bridge, drinking fountain, l i f e  buoy, 
l i f e  preserver, l i feboat  o r  other l i f e  saving equipment, s t r e e t  sign or 
t r a f f i c  sign, 

2.  Exemptions. Signs  exempted from the prohibition i n  paragraph 1 
are  : 

(a) 
pedestrians in connection w i t h  hazardous a c t i v i t i e s  being conducted 
on the property, easement o r  right-of-way or on adjacent private 
property ; 

( b )  

( c )  

( d )  

Signs which are erected f o r  the safety of motorists and 

Official signs and signs required by law; 

House numbers painted on curbs; 

S igns  carried by natural persons. 

3.  Removal. Any s i g n  found erected contrary t o  the provisions of 
this  Section shall  be removed by the City p u b l i c  works department, 
a f t e r  f ive  days' written notice of removal shall  be given. T h e  removed 
signs must be stored for  30 days. D u r i n g  t ha t  period, the s i g n  will be 
made available to  the owner znd will be returned upon payment of the 
cost  incurred i n  the removal and storage. 

SECTION 10. Exempted Signs .  

Except t o  the extent they a r e  subject t o  special standards, the 
following types of signs and displays, wnether on-premises or 
off-premises, are  not subject t o  the p rov i s ions  of this chapter and 
need not be included i n  any aggregate area computations: 

1. Official traffic-control o r  regulatory signs, signals o r  
devices, street-name signs or other signs required by law; 

Changes i n  copy o r  advertising display on an exist ing s i g n  which 
do  n o t  a l t e r  the s t ructure ,  s i ze  or configuration of the s i g n ;  

Hol i day decorations ; 

2. 

3 .  

4. Safety or caution signs, legal notices, public c u t i l i t y  signs; 



5. 

6. 

7 .  

a. 
9 .  

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

Memorial table ts ,  plaques or markers of bronze, stone o r  
concrete; 

"Open", "Closed", " N O  Trespassing" , "t4larning" and similar signs 
n o t  exceeding 2 square fee t ;  

Address nuir,bers or plates and residential nameplates; 

Civic displays; 

Flags, emblems o r  insignia of any n a t i o n ,  s t a t e  o r  pol i t ica l  
subdivision, provided that  the individual surface area i s  not 
greater  t h a n  60 square fee t ,  and t h a t  the supporting structures 
are not greater t h a n  the larger o f  25 feet  high or 10 f ee t  more 
t h a n  the permitted height for  a freestanding sign, whichever is 
greater. Such signs n o t  exempted a re  counted a n d  regirlated i n  
accordance w i t h  t h i s  chapter; 

Indoor posters; 

Architectural graphics; 

Signs which are located w i t h i n  a s tructure and not v is ib le  from 
a public s t r e e t ,  sidewalk or a l ley  o r  other public area; 

Directional signs; 

Stationary l ights which illuminate a b u i l d i n g  o r  adjacent 
grounds and do not d i rect ly  illuminate another sign; l igh t s  
which outl ine building features and  are n o t  part  o f  the 
integrated background or outline o f  a s i g n ;  

"For Sale" signs on private property; 

Signs  constructed by a public agency on public land; 

Signs that  are  permitted fo r  hme sccupations provided that  a 
Home Occupation Permit h a s  been obtained; such signs shall  be an 
unlighted name plate mounted on the b u i l d i n g ,  not  exceeding 2 
square f e e t  i n  area announcing name and home occupation. 

SECTION 11. Prohibited Signs. 

The following types of signs and displays are  prohibited: 

1. O f f  -prem i s es s i g ns ; 

. 2.  Freestanding signs i n  any residential  , neighborhood shopping, 
downtown commercial core d i s t r i c t s ,  except those exempted i n  
Section 12. 

compl ex. 
3 .  Freestanding signs fo r  individual businesses i n  a multi-tenant 



4.  

5. 

6. 

7. 

a .  
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14.  

15. 

Roof signs; 

Signs vihich constitute a hazard t o  t r a f  t i c  o r  pedestrians; 

Signs located w i t h i n  any right-of-way of stream o r  drainage 
channel ; 

Mobile signs or portable signs unless carried by a person o r  by 
a motor vehicle as provided in Section 12; 

Three dimensional figures o f  humans o r  animals; 

Sicns which produce odor ,  sound, smoke, flame o r  other 

Signs which imitate or  simulate official  signs, o r  which use 
ye1 low o r  red bl i n k i n g  o r  intermittent 'lights resembling danger 
or warning signals; 

Strobe lights or  individual light bulbs exceeding 60 watts, i f  
rays of  light project directly from the source ir;to residences 
or  streets,  o r  any moving beam o f  l i g h t ;  

emissions; 

Wind signs, other t h a n  those exempted; 

Moving signs; 

Electrically animated and flashing signs and electronic variable 
message signs; 

Inflatable signs. 

SECTION 12. Special standards by type of sign. 

1. Mobile and Portable Siqns .  Mobile and portable signs, are 
permitted under the fol lowing conditions: 

( a )  The sign must be painted or otherwise directly attached 
f l a t  against the exterior surface of the body o f  the vehicle c r  
t r a i l e r  or ,  i f  on a cargo-type body, the s i g n  must be attached 
f i a t  against the stake racks or other s t a n d a r d  vehicle 
accessories used t o  confine cargo loads on the bed of the 
vehicle or trailer -;  

( b )  
registered by the California Department of Motor Vehicles and 
must be legally operable and capable of being operated on the 
public roads; 

(c )  The vehicle or t r a i l e r  i s  required for and i s  used to 
transport people o r  goods in connection with the business o r  
other activity or interest  being advertised; and 

The vehicle or t r a i l e r  must be currently licensed and 



i d )  
l e t t e r s  o r  symbols which a re  manually replaceable i n  order t h a t  
the copy can be easi ly changed from time t o  time. 

The sign may no t  be illuminated and may n o t  contain 

2 .  Directory Signs. Directory signs shall  be oermitted a t  mijor 
entrances t o  res ident ia l ,  ccn-mercial ins t i tu t iona l ,  industrial o r  
off ice  compl exes t o  i denti fy occupants, addresses or b u i  1 di ng numbers 
f c r  the convenience of visitors and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  emergency services. 
Directory signs shall n o t  exceed 6 f e e t  i n  height and  shall no t  exceed 
a maxinium to ta l  of  48 sqtlare f e e t .  No more than 3 square fee t  shall  
be devoted t o  any single occupant. Directory signs shall n o t  be 
included i n  allowable sign-area 1 imi t computations or when calculating 
the number of signs on a s i t e .  

3. Directioqal S i g n s .  Directional sir_lns or  e i ther  face of such 
signs shall  not exceed 4 square f e e t  i n  s i z e  and shall be limited t o  a 
maximurc of 2 s igns for  each ins t i tu t ion ,  community service organization 
o r  church. Directional signs shal l  not be included i n  allowable sign 
area computations o r  when calculating the number of signs on a s i t e .  

4 .  Area Identif icat ion Signs. Area identif icat ion signs shall be 
permitted a t  major entrances t o  neighborhoods, subdivisions, 
residential  complexes, and o f f i ce  or  industr ial  complexes. Area 
identif icat ion signs shall n o t  exceed 6 f e e t  i n  height, and 128 square 
f e e t  i n  to ta l  area and shall not be included in allowable sign-area 
computations o r  when calculating the number of signs on the s i t e .  

5. Multi-Tenant Complex Ident i f ica t ion Signs. Mu1 t i- tenant  
complex identif icat ion signs shal l  be permitted fo r  each multi-tenant 
complex. Multi-tenant complex ident i f ica t ion signs shall be limited t o  
one per niulti-tenant complex and shall  n o t  exceed 35 fee t  i n  height and 
shall  be a maximum of  300 square f e e t  f o r  a l l  readable surfaces if  i n  a 
C - l  zone or 600 square f e e t  i n  a C-S or higher zone. 100 square fee t  
of the to ta l  s i g n  area may be used fo r  individual business 

mu1 t i- tenant  complex identif icat ion s i g n  shall n o t  be included i n  
allowable sign area cornputations o r  when calculating the number of 
signs on the s i t e .  

ident i f ica t ion signs uniform i n  s i z e ,  shape, and le t ter ing.  A 

6 .  Temporary Signs. Temporary signs shall  be permitted under the 
following conditions: 

( a )  The s i gn  area may not be more than 128 square fee t ;  

(b )  The height of the s i gn  may not be more than 8 feet ;  

( c )  The aggregate sign area of a l l  temporary signs on the 
premises may not be more than 128 square fee t ;  

( d )  S i g n  may n o t  be i n  place more than 60 days; 

(4 the s i g n  message re fe r s  d i rec t ly  (cer ta in  date) o r  
indirectly ( i . e . ,  a picture of a candidate) t o  a date cer ta in ,  
then said sign must be removed 10 days a f t e r  tha t  date cer ta in ;  



(f) 
3r' en t i ty  t o  contact,  i n  the event the s i g n  remained a f t e r  the 
time allowed for i n  th i s  chapter; 

( 9 )  T h e  s ign,  i f  i t  i s  a comnercial s ign,  complies w i t h  the 
requirements of subsection 7 t h r o u g h  3; 

( h )  The l o c a t i o n  i s  a t  s distance n o t  less  t h a n  10 f e e t  frcni 
clny public right, of way, unless a b u i l d i n g  i s  so located on the 
premises as t o  preclude erecting the sign anywhere on the 
premises, i n  which case the s i g n  may be attached t o  or  mounted 
against the building; 

The sign must c o n t a i n  the name a n d  address of  a person 

( i )  
property in violation of Section 9 of t h i s  chapter. 

The s i g n  shall n o t  be placed on any public or u t i l i t y  

7 .  Temporary project sales signs. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the area and 
height limitations of  Subsection 6 ,  project  sa les  signs shall be 
allowed d u r i n g  the period when a developer o r  builder i s  actively 
engaged i n  the sa le  of  lo t s  or houses, o r  the sa le  or  lease of space i n  
a commercial, industr ial  o r  off ice  development, provided they are 
maintained i n  good condition. One sign i s  a1lo;Jed f o r  each of no more 
t h a n  2 major public entrances to  the project  area. Individual signs 
may n o t  exceed 64 square fee t  or 8 f ee t  i n  height. 

8. Temporary , rea l  e s ta te  signs. One sign conforming t o  the 
height and  area i m i t a t i o n s  in subsec'iion 6 i s  allowed on residential  
property a n d  on an,y property less t h a n  one acre in s i ze .  On 
commercial, industr ial  or off ice  properties over one acre, one sign not 
t o  exceed 32 square fee t  in s ize  i s  allowed. 

9. 

maximum of 60 percent of the s i g n  area. 

Monument signs or any sign with a base, frame, or supporting 
structure. The s ize  of  sign s t ructures  i s  limited t o  a 

SECTION 13. Permits and enforcement. 

1. Permit required. A s i g n  permit i s  required for every s i g n  
erected within the c i t y  regardless of type o f  sign,  whether temporary 
or permanent, on-premises or off-premises. I t  i s  unlawful for  any 
person to e rec t ,  enlarge, a l t e r  (except f o r  normal maintenance o r  
repair  and changes in advertising copy or relocation within the c i t y )  
any sign without f i r s t  having obtained a s i g n  permit and  a building 
pernii t f o r  the construction of the sign from the Conimurlity Development 
Director, and paying  the permit fees.  

2 .  Application for  permit. Application for .  a s ign o r  building 
permit for the construction of a siqn, shall  be made on forms provided 
by the c i ty  and shall include, or be-accomplished by,  the following: 

( a )  Name, address, t.elephone number o f  the property owner; 



( b )  
a p p l i c a n t ;  

Narce, address, telephone number a n d  signature of the 

( c )  Flanie, address, telephope number and  license number of the 
licensed c o n t r a c t g r ,  i f  sign i s  t o  be erected by same; 

( d )  A p ? o t  p l a n  shcwing the boundaries of t h e  parcel on w h i c h  
the sign i s  t o  be located, as well as the l o c a t i o n  of the sign 
a n d  a71 s tructures on the s i t e ,  including d a t a  showing b u i l d i n g  
a n d  property frontages. Parking, landscaping and cther s i t e  
features shall  also be indicated; 

( e )  Two copies of drawings of the proposed sign(s) showing: 

( 1 )  the position of the sign i n  relat ion t o  adjacent 
structures or buildings; 

( 2 )  
construction and s t ructura l  de ta i l s ;  

the design, dimensions, mounting height, materials o f  

( 3 )  
off-premises signs on the s i t e ,  showing the i r  s izes ,  
locations and the to ta l  area of a l l  exist ing signs; 

Drawings or pictures of a l l  existincj on-premises or 

( 4 )  
Devel opfiient 5 i  rector.  

Ariv other information deemed necessary by the Community 

3 .  - Structural engineering, The Community Developinent Director may 
require structural  engineering or- such other information necessary to  
preserve the safety and  welfare of the general public or t o  insure 
compliance w i t h  this  chapter o r  other provision of law. 

4. Btisiness license. Owners o r  applicants who are i n  the business of 
constructing advertising structures or leasing such structures f o r  
advertising purposes shall provide evidence t ha t  they have a v a l i d  
business license from the finance department of the c i ty .  

5. Issuance o f  Permits. When a l l  requirements of this chapter have 
been sa t i s f i ed  a n d  a l l  fees paid, a sign and/or building permit shall  
be issued hy ihe Community Development Director. 

6 .  Permit Fees. Fees for sign and building perinits shall be as s e t  
by r e m i o n  of  the Lodi City Council from time t o  time. 

7. Validity o f  permit. The issuance o r  g r a n t i n g  of a permit o r  
approval o f  p l a n s  and specif icat ions shall n o t  be construed t o  be a 
permit f o r ,  o r  an approval o f ,  any violat ion of any of the provisions 
of this chapter or.ofr any other law o r  ordinance. 

8. Stop work order. Whenever any advertising display o r  
struct.ure i s  being erected or maintained contrary t o  the provisions of 
this chapter, the Community Development Director may order the work 
stopped by serving the permittee or  owner of the property o r  by posting 
a notice on the work being done. The owner or person responsible f o r  



t h e  pet-forrance of  stich ;.;ark shall prompt ly  cease performing any work 
on tile advertising display or s t ructure  u n t i l  the Comn:uni t y  Development 
Directcr gives him/her a u t h o r i t y  t o  proceed. 

9 .  Suspension a n d  revocation. kny sign o r  b u i l d i n g  permit issued 
i n  e r ro r ,  or i n  reliance on a f a l s i f i ed  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  may be revoked by 
the Community Develcpment Director. Any sign erected or p a r t i a l l y  
erected under a p e r m i t  issued pursuant t o  a f a l s i f i ed  application may 
be ordered removed a t  the owner’s expense. 

I ! . A D D I T I O N A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

SECTION 14. General Standards, On-Premises Signs. 

1. Regulated s ians .  A l l  signs erected or located i n  the c i ty  
which are n o t  exempted -hy Section 10, are subject t o  the provisions of 
th i s  chapter as t o  t he i r  location, s i z e ,  height, type and f u n c t i w .  
Types o f  signs which are  not speci f ica l ly  mentioned are permitted 
subject t o  the regulations contained i n  this chapter. 

2. S i g n  area compu ta t i on  -- Individual Signs. The allowable s i g n  
area shall  app1.y t o  a l l  readable surfaces o f  the s isn .  N O  one side of . .  - 
any sign may contain more t h a n  50 percent of t6e t o t a l  sign area 
allowed. Where a s i g n  consists of individual l e t t e r s ,  numbers or 
symbols, painted on  at- attached d i rec t ly  t o  a building which are 
w i t h o u t  an integrated background  and  are no t  enclosed in a frame o r  
cabinet, the area o f  the display shall  be the average height of the 
display, times the average w i d t h .  I f  such a display consists of more 
t h a n  one l ine  or component, the area of each l ine  or component may be 
calculated separately. Mhere a display i s  enclosed i n  a frame o r  
cabinet,  or has a n  integrated background, the en t i re  area within the 
frame, cabinet,  or background m u s t  be included. 

3. ,‘tllowable sign area. 

( a )  Where the allowable sign area is a function of business 
frontage, no more t h a n  2 business frontages may be counted i n  
calculating the allowable area fo r  any building occupant. When 
2 business frontages are  used, only 75 percent of the to ta l  of 
the 2 frontages can be used i n  calculating allowable Sign area; 

( b )  The sign area of a l l  s ides of a l l  signs on a l o t  shall  be 
counted and shall  n o t  exceed the maximum calculated allowable 
sign area. I n  no case shall  the to ta l  sign area on a l o t  exceed 
the maximum allowance established fo r  the zone i n  which the l o t  
i s  located as ,provided i n  Section 15; 

( c )  
on the same s i te ,  the allowable on-premises sign area shall  be 
reduced by the amount o f  off-premises s i g n  area,  on the same 
premises, unt i l  the off-premises signs a re  e i t he r  f u l l y  
amorti zed or removed; 

Where b o t h  on-preniises and off-premises signs are located 

-16- 



( d )  The t o t a l  sign area on any premises shall n o t  be 
transferable t o  a n y  other proprety or parcel so  as t o  a l l o w  a 
parcel or property Owner t o  accumulate s i g n  area c red i t s ;  

(e}Any p o r t i o n  o f  signage on a i o t  w h i c h  exceeds the maximum 
a1 lowed becomes non-conforming a n d  i s  subject t o  the provisions 
i n  Section 1 7 .  

4 .  Niwber. n f  s i g n s .  The number o f  freestanding signs located on 
any business G(7ntage shall not exceed 1 sign for any s ingle business 
or shoppin5 cen t t r  i n  the appropriate zones. Any advert isirg d i s p l a y  
contained w i t h i n  a single frame, cabinet c r  integrated background shall 
coun t  a s  1 sign. IT ? display i s  not so contained, a single message or 
business nam. shall  be counted as 1 sign. A business name combined 
w i t h  s L,  ;e f  slocan may be counted as 1 sigr! i f  the elements are 
visually integrated. Multiple signs on a single freestanding 
s t ructure ,  where pernii t ted ,  a r e  allowed i f  the other requirements of 
subsection 3 a n d  th i s  subsection are s a t i s f i ed ,  provided t h a t  a11 signs 
supported by a single s t ructure  are  visually compatible w i t h  one 
another. 

5. Maintenance, repair and appearance. All signs shall  be 
maintained i n  good repair and shall be neat i n  appearance. Any sign 
which i s  determined by the Cornunity Development Director, t o  be unsafe 
o r  unsightly because of b e n t ,  broken o r  missing parts  o r  poor 
maintenance generally, may be declared a public nuisance. 

6. Loca t ion  of  signs. Signs located on private property shall 
not extend across property l ines  in to  adjacent property. Signs may be 
located within, o r  project in to ,  setbacks, except t h a t  no sign may 
overhang more t h a n  1 foot over a public right-of-way or be located in a 
manner t h a t  would create a hazard f o r  t r a f f i c  or pedestrians. 

The supporting s t ructure  of a freestanding must be located a t  l e a s t  10 
fee t  from the back of the curb i n  residential  zones a n d  a t  l eas t  2 f ee t  
in commercial and industrial zones. 

7 .  Wall signs. lJal1 s igns may n o t  extend above or beyond the 
wall o r  surface to  which they are attached and may not  project  more 
t h a n  1 f o o t  from the wall. 

8 .  Projecting signs are a1 lowed subject t o  these conditions: 

( a )  
to  which i t  i s  attached; and 

The s i g n  may not extend above the wall or other surface 

( b )  
roof; 

The sign may not be attached to  o r  located on/or above a 

( c )  The sign i s  located in the appropriate zone. 

SECTION 15. Special standards by zone.  
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See Chart. 

SECTICF! 16.  Removal or Restoration of Signs. 

The Communi ty Oevel opment Director m y  issue a written Remove o r  
Restore Rotice t o  the owner of an on-premises sign and/or sign s t ructure ,  
requiring the removal o r  restoration o f  the sign a n d / o r  sign structure 
w i t h i n  30 dzgs of  the Notice, i f  any o f  the following conditions i s  
determined t o  exis t :  

I )  Any sign and /o r  sign s t ructure  erected w i t h o u t  f i r s t  complying 
w i t h  a l l  ordinances and regulations i n  e f fect  a t  the time of  i t s  
construction and  erection or use; 

2 )  Any sign a n d / o r  s i g n  s t ructure  which was lawfully erected, b u t  
whose use has ceased, or the sign s t ructure  has been abandoned by 
i t s  owner, fo r  a period of 90 days; 

3 )  
percent destroyed, and  the destruction i s  other t h a n  fac ia l  copy 
replacement, and  the sign a n d / o r  sign structure cannot be repaired 
w i t h i n  30 days o f  t h e  date of i t s  destruction; 

Any sign and/or s i g n  s t ructure  w h i c h  has been more t h a n  50 

4 )  Any non-conforming sign and/or sign structure whose owner, 
outside of  a change o f  copy, requests permission t o  remodel and 
remodels t h a t  s i g n  and /o r  s i g n  s t ructure ,  o r  expand or enlarge the 
b u i l d i n g  or land use upon which the sign and/or sign structure i s  
located, a n d  the sign and/or s i g n  s t ructure  i s  affected by the 
construction, enlargement o r  remodeling, or the cost of 
construction, enlargement o r  remodeling of the sign and /o r  sign 
structure exceeds 50 percent of the cost  of reconstruction o f  the 
bui 1 d i  ng ; 

5)  Any sign and /o r  s i g n  s t ructure  whose owner seeks relocation 
thereof and  relocates the sign and/or sign structure;  

6 )  Any sign and /o r  s i g n  s t ructure  fo r  which there has been an 
agreement between the sign a n d / o r  sign s t ruc tu re ' s  owner and the 
c i ty ,  for i t s  removal as o f  any given date; 

7 )  Any sign and/or s i g n  s t ructure  which is temporary; 

8 )  Any sign and/or  sign s t ructure  which i s  or may become a danger 
to  the public or i s  unsafe; 

9 )  
h a z a r d  n o t  created by rolocation of s t r e e t s  or highways or by ac t s  
of  the c i ty .  

Any sign and /o r  sign s t ructure  which consti tutes 5 t r a f f i c  

Said Remove or Restore Notice shall  be issued by cert,:'ied mail. I f  
the sign and/or s i g n  s tructure i s  not removed or restored w i t h i n  the 
30-day period, the Community Deve?opment Director may cause the removal of 
the sign and/or sign structure,  and the costs  thereof may be charged t o  
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the legal owner of the sign a n d / o r  sign structure.  The Coinmunity 
Cevelopmerit Directoi- il;;y a l low a n  abandoned sign a n d / o r  sign structure t o  
remain i n  place, provided t h a t  the sign a n d / o r  sign s t r u c h r e  i s  
maintained i n  good c m d i t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  there i s  a reasonable poss ibi l i ty  
t h a t  the s i g n  can be restored t o  use w i t h i n  a l-year period. 

SECTIOM 17 .  Continued Use of Nonconforming S i g n s .  

1. Continuance of a nonconforming sign. Any advertising display 
which becomes nonconforming its the resu l t  o f  the a d o p t i o n  of  this chapter 
i s  subject to  the conditions hereinafter s tated:  

( a )  A nonconforming sign damaged by wind  or  other n a t u r a l  cauzes 
t o  a n  extent greater t h a n  50 percent of i t s  replacement cost ,  as 
determined by a member o f  the American Ins t i tu te  of Real Estate 
Appraisers selected by the Coinmuni t y  Development Director, shall n o t  
be reestablished. I f  the Community Development Director determines 
t h a t  a n  appraisal i s  necessary to  sa t i s fy  the requirements of this 
Section, he/she shall n o t i f y  the owner of the sign who shall give 
him/her written authorization to  hire a n  appraiser and acknowledge 
owner's responsibility t o  pity a l l  fees incurred as a r e su l t  
thereof. No permit for reconstruction o f  the damaged sign shall be 
issued u n t i  1 the Comiiiuni ty Development Director i s  presented with 
sat isfactory evidence t h a t  the appraisal fees have been p a i d ;  

( b )  A nonconforming display which i s  damaged o r  destroyed as a 
resul t  o f  vandalism or other malicious ac t  may be restored or 
rebui l t .  This Section does not  permit the display or supports t o  be 
constructed of a different  material;  

( c )  
be removed. The r ight  o f  a person to  m a i n t a i n  an abandoned, 
nonconforming s i g n  shall terminate following his/her receipt of 
notif icat ion t h a t  the Community aevelopnient Director has deemed the 
sign abandoned. Responsibility fo r  removal of an abandoned, 
nonconforming sign rests  w i t h  the owner of the sign o r  the owner of 
the property upon which the sign i s  constructed; 

( d )  
sicjn i s  located i s  subjected t o  any of the following changes: 

A nonconforming sign which i s  determined t o  be abandoned shall 

A nonconforming sign must be removed i f  the parcel 011 which the 

(1) Approval of a parcel map; 

( 2 )  

( 3 )  

( 4 )  
d i s t r i c t .  

Approval of a tentat ive subdivision map; 

Approval o f  a major project review; 

Approval o f  a resolution of in tent  t o  change land use 

2. Amortization o f  nonconforming off-premise signs. Any off-premise 
advertising display t h a t  becomes non-conforming as a r esu l t  of the 

-19- 



a d o p t i o n  o f  th is  chapter i s  subject t o  the conditions i n  P a r a g r a p h  1 and 
the conditions hereinafter s ta ted:  

( a )  Amortization period. The r i g h t  t o  maintain and continue the 
use o f  a non-conforming off-premises s i g n  s h a l l  cease 7 years from 
the date on which the sign became nonconforming. The Community 
Gevelopwent Director shall give notice a t  l eas t  3 years before 
ordering a nonconforming sign removed, a n d  may d o  so d u r i n g  the 
7-year a m o r t i z a t i o n  period. Notice shall be given by cer t i f ied  mail 
t o  t he  owner of the property on which the s i g n  i s  located and  t o  the 
owner o f  the sign, i f  n o t  the same a s  the property owner. The wner  
of the sign shall be responsible f o r  removing the s ign or b r i n g i n g  
i t  i n t o  conformance w i t h  the requirements of th i s  chapter; 

( b )  Order t o  remove. Upon expiration of the 7-year amortization 
pericd p rov ided  in t h i s  Section, the Communi ty Development Director 
s h a l l  order the nonconforming s i g n  t o  be removed; 

( c )  Additional signage. 
issued unti l  excess signage i s  fu’lly amortized or removed, whichever 
occiirs f i r s t .  

No new sign o r  b u i l d i n g  permits will be 

SECTION 18. Abandoned Signs. 

1. Removal o f  abandoned siqns. Any s i g n  and/or sign structure which 
has been abandoned f o r  a period of 90 days shall be removed or restored to 
use w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  a notice t o  restore or  replace issued t o  the 
owner of the sign and/or sign structure.  Notice shall be given by the 
Community Development Director, u s i n g  ce r t i f i ed  mail. The Community 
Development Director may allow an abandoned sign and/or sign structure t o  
remain i n  place, provided t h a t  the sign or sign structure is maintained i n  
good condition, and t h a t  there i s  a reasonable poss ibi l i ty  t h a t  the s i g n  
can be restored to  use within a l-year period. 

2.  Cri teria for  establishinq abandonment. A sign Or Sign structure 
shall be considered abandoned when any of the following occurs: 

( a )  Any copy thereon i s  o u t  of  date; 

( b )  Any business advertised thereon i s  no longer located a t  the 
advertised premises; 

( c )  Any product or  service advertised thereon i s  no longer offered 
on the advertised premises; 

( d )  The s t ructure  no longer supports a sign or the sign no longer 
contains an advertising display; 

( e )  A sign, s t ructure  or advertising display i s  visibly damaged or 
par t ia l ly  missing. 

( f )  The event which is  being advertised has occurred. 



SECT I ON 19. \I i o 1 a t  i ons . 

1. Procedure f o r  v i o l a t i o n s .  Any a d v e r t i s i n g  d i s p l a y  o r  s t r u c t u r e  
e r e c t e d  o r  maintained,  o r  any use of proper ty  con t ra ry  t o  the  provis ions  
of th is  chap te r ,  i s  unlawful and  a pub l ic  nuisance.  The following 
procedure a p p l i e s  t o  enforcement o f  the  p rov i s ions  of th i s  chapter :  

( a )  Notice of Vio la t ion .  I n  the  event of a v i o l a t i o n  of  this 
c h a p t e r ,  the  Cormuni t y  Developnient Di rec to r  s h a l l  d e l i v e r  t o  the 
person o r  persons in v i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  chap te r  a "Notice o f  
Violat ion"  order ing the  persons t o  comply w i t h  the provis ions  o f  
t h i s  chapter  w i t h i n  10 days o f  r e c e i p t  o f  the n o t i c e ;  

( b )  Nonconpliance; C i t a t i o n .  Upon f a i l u r e  of the persons i n  
v i o l a t i o n  t o  c ~ m p l y ,  the Community Development Di rec to r  may issue t o  
the persons i n  v i o l a t i o n ,  a c i t a t i o n  t o  appear before the Lodi 
Municipal Court and may refer t h e  n o t i c e  of the v i o l a t i o n  t o  the 
c i t y  a t t o r n e y  f o r  commencement of an a c t i o n  o r  a c t i o n s  f o r  the 
abatement, removal and enjcinment o f  such v i o l a t i o n  as a pub l ic  
nuisance a n d  the i n s t i t u t i o n  of  a crirninal a c t i o n  i n  the manner 
provided by law. 

2.  Remedies. All remedies provided f o r  i n  th is  chapter  a r e  
cumulative and  not exc lus ive .  The convic t ion  and p u n i s h m e n t  of any person 
under t h i s  chap te r  does not  re1 ieve such person from the  responsi  b i  1 i t i es  
of c o r r e c t i n g  cond i t ions  o r  removing p roh ib i t ed  s ign  d i sp lays  and 
structures which a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of this chap te r .  

3 .  P e n a l t i e s .  Any person v i o l a t i n g  any o f  the prov i s ions  o f  this 
chap te r  o r  any a p p l i c a b l e  p rov i s ions  of the Uniform Building Code i s  
g u i l t y  of a s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e  f o r  each day o r  a por t ion  thereof  d u r i n g  
which a v i o l a t i o n  of any of the prov i s ions  o f  th i s  chap te r  i s  conmitted,  
continued o r  permit ted ,  and upon convic t ion  f o r  any such v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  
be punsshed  by a f i n e  of n o t  more than $1,000, o r  by imprisonment f o r  not  
more than 6 months, o r  by b o t h  f i n e  and imprisonment. 

SECTION 20. All ordinances  o r  p a r t s  of ordinances i n  c o n f l i c t  herewith 
a r e  repealed i n s o f a r  as  such c o n f l i c t  may exist .  

SECTION 21. This ordinance may be au tomat ica l ly  amended from time t o  
time a s  deemed necessary by the c i t y  council  so a s  no t  t o  be found 
d i sc r imina to ry  o r  t o  deny equal  p r o t e c t i o n .  

SECTION 22. This ordinance s h a l l  be published one time in  t h e  "Lodi 
News Sen t ine l  " a d a i l y  newspaper o f  general  c i r c u l a t i o n  printed and 
published i n  the Ci ty  of Lodi and s h a l l  be i n  f o r c e  and t ake  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  
days from and a f t e r  i t s  passage and approval.  

Approved t h i  s day of  
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Attest :  

,- 

E V E L Y N  M. OLSON 
MAYOR 

A L I C E  11. R E I M C H E  
C i t y  Clerk 

State of California 
County o f  San Joaquin, ss. 

I ,  Alice M. Reimche, City Clerk of the City of Lodi, do hereby ce r t i fy  
t h a t  Ordinance No. 
City Council of the City of Lodi held 
and was thereafter  passed, adopted and  ordered t o  print  a t  a regular 
meeting of  said Council held 

was introduced a t  a regular meeting of the 

by the following vote: 

Ayes : Council Members - 

Noes : Council Nernbers - 

Absent: Council Members - 

Abs ta in :  Council Hembers - 

I fur ther  certif:, t h a t  Ordinance No. 
the Flayor on the date o f  i t s  passage and  the same has been published 
p u r s u a n t  t o  law.  

was approved and signed by 

Approved as t o  Form 

RONALD M. STEIN 
City Attorney 

A L I C E  M. REIMCHE 
City Clerk 
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